
 

 

Welcome to Worship at 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

STORY CITY, IOWA 
March 15, 2015 

 

Mission Statement 
Building Strong Relationships in Christ, 

And Making Him Known to All 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

604 Lafayette Avenue 

Story City, Iowa 

515.733.4972 

Website - www.immanuelstorycity.org 

E-mail - immanuel@iowatelecom.net 
 

 

Ministers – All Members 

Stephen Anenson, Senior Pastor 

Kurt Jensen, Associate Pastor 

Zachary Bauknecht, Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator 
 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent                                             March 15, 2015 
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 The Prelude                                                     
 The Opening Hymn 
         “I Will Sing of My Redeemer”                                      No. 309   
 The Prayer 
 The Time for Greeting 
  The Announcements 
 The Testimony       
  “Who's Got the Story Bag?” 
 The Worship Song       
  “The Battle Belongs to the Lord”                                   No. 732 
 
We Hear God’s Word  
 The First Lesson – Jeremiah 24:4-7 

 
4 
Then the word of the LORD came to me: 

5 
“This is what 

the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Like these good figs, I 
regard as good the exiles from Judah, whom I sent away 
from this place to the land of the Babylonians. 

6 
My eyes will 

watch over them for their good, and I will bring them back to 
this land. I will build them up and not tear them down; I will 
plant them and not uproot them. 

7 
I will give them a heart to 

know me, that I am the LORD. They will be my people, and I 
will be their God, for they will return to me with all their heart. 

 The Second Lesson – Colossians 1:9-14 
9 
For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we 

have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to 
fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom 
and understanding that the Spirit gives, 

10 
so that you may 

live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: 
bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of 
God, 

11 
being strengthened with all power according to his 

glorious might so that you may have great endurance and 
patience, 

12 
and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has 

qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in 
the kingdom of light. 

13 
For he has rescued us from the 

dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the 
Son he loves, 

14 
in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins. 
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 The Gospel – John 15:9-15 
9 
“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now 

remain in my love. 
10 

If you keep my commands, you will 
remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands 
and remain in his love. 

11 
I have told you this so that my joy 

may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 
12 

My 
command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
13 

Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. 

14 
You are my friends if you do what I 

command. 
15 

I no longer call you servants, because a servant 
does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called 
you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I 
have made known to you. 

 
We Confess Our Faith 
 The Apostles’ Creed                                                      (on screen) 
 
We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 The Offering 
  The Offertory       “We Are An Offering”                         (on screen) 
 
We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word 
 The Anthem         
  “I Will Not Stand Alone”                                                Ashcroft  
    The Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
 The Sermon                                      
  “Act 3: The Battle for the Heart”                       Pastor Anenson 
      The Hymn            
  “What Wondrous Love Is This”                          (v.1-3) No. 314 
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 The Prayers of Praise and Intercession 
 The Lord's Prayer 
 The Benediction 
 The Hymn           
  “There Is a Redeemer”                                                  No. 308 
 The Postlude  
 
 

Visitors: A special welcome to our guests today! We sincerely desire 
that everyone present will feel welcome in the Lord’s house.  

 

Everyone is invited to a time of fellowship and refreshments 
downstairs in the Social Hall following the worship service. 
 

 

Organist: Emily Anderson 

Candlelighter: Jillian Lykins 

Greeters: John & Cheryl Abrams 

Ushers: Steve McCoy, Brandon McCoy, Don Olson, John 
 Johnson 

Reader: John Abrams 

Nursery: 8:25 -9:20 - Jaynee Christian 
          9:25-10:30 - Patty Rathmacher, Lily Rathmacher, Amy  
        Rathmacher 

Sound Engineer: Jim Oberender 

 

A short service of Holy Communion will be held in the sanctuary 
immediately following our worship service today. Everyone is 
welcome. 

 

Attendance last Sunday: 192 

 

Joint Palm Sunday Service Choir Rehearsal. There will be a joint 
choir rehearsal at Immanuel on March 22 at 4 P.M. for all interested 
singers in the Roland and Story City communities to prepare for the 
Joint Palm Sunday service March 29 at the High School Auditorium 
at 7 P.M. Anyone who wants to sing is welcome. 

 

Once again we will have a display of Easter Lilies for Easter Sunday. 
You may order lilies in honor or in memory of someone at a cost of 
$10.00 each. Please complete the form located on the welcome 
table. The last day to order your Easter Lilies for the display is 
Wednesday, March 25.  

 

Our Sunday sermon series is based on the series by John 
Eldredge called "Epic" and covers the four acts of God's story.  
 March 1 - Act 1: Eternal Love 
 March 8 - Act 2: The Entrance of Evil 
 March 15 - Act 3: The Battle for the Heart 
 March 22 - Act 4: The Kingdom Restored  

 

Nursery Facilities. Our newly remodeled and expanded nursery is 
available for use today. Feel free to take your child there during the 
service if needed. If you could volunteer to help with child care in the 
months ahead, please sign up on the chart in the narthex. 
 

 

 



For your information, we have many new Care Notes located in our 
Care Notes rack located by the steps in the narthex. They are free for 
the taking. The new titles are: 

 Healing Your Body, Mind, and Spirit Together 

 Finding Light in the Darkness of Grief 

 What Everyone Should Know About Dementia 

 Humor — It Helps Us as We Age 

 Beating the Senior "Blues" 

 Caring for Yourself When You're Caring for Someone Ill 

 Including Your Family in Your Healthcare Decisions 

 Holding on to Faith in the Midst of Suffering 

 When Memory Loss Begins 

 Giving Your Worries to God 

 When Your Prayers Go Unanswered 

 Dealing With Financial Stress 
 

 

 

 

 

Lent 2015 Theme - “Restored in Christ” 
The season of Lent is a time for us to face together the brokenness 
of our lives and our world, and then turn that brokenness over to 
Christ so that we can be restored by him through the cross. Each 
service in this stirring series focuses on a certain event in the Lenten 
story.  
 Our theme for this week’s service will be “Broken Bread 
Restored.” Light suppers will be held each Wednesday evening from 
6-6:45 P.M. This Wednesday evening the Men of Immanuel and the 
Young Adults will be serving our supper. We pray these services will 
be a help for your Lenten journey. Be sure to bring your own Bible 
each week to the service if possible. 
 

What is a Stephen Minister? Stephen Ministers are laypeople — 
Christian men and women — trained to provide one-to-one care to 
people experiencing a difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job 
loss, chronic or terminal illness, relocation, or separation due to 
military deployment. 
 Stephen Ministers come from all walks of life. Their commonality? 
A passion for bringing Christ's love and care to people during a time 
of need. 
 Since 1975, more than 600,000 people from more than 11,000 
congregations and other organizations have been trained as Stephen 
Ministers. 

Upcoming Events 

 Women’s Monthly Bible Study. We continue our Bible Study 
called, “The Proverbs 31 Woman: Stories of Faithful Women in 
Scripture.” We will gather this Tuesday, March 17 at 2 P.M. in the 
Social Hall. All women are welcome. 

 On Friday, March 27th, the Young Adults are heading out for 
dinner together in Ames. Need childcare? Some of our teens and 
adults will have games and activities for your kids in Immanuel’s 
nursery and chapel from 5:30 to 8 P.M. Donations will go toward 
this summer’s youth mission trip to Indianapolis! To find out where 
we’re going and to let us know how many to expect please RSVP 
to Pastor Kurt at jensku01@gmail.com. Would you like to help play 
with the kids or give a donation? Talk to Pastor Kurt or Zachary. 

  

Learning Opportunities 

 Epic: The Story God is Telling and The Role That is Yours to 
Play. Join us in the Cornerstone Room on Sunday mornings at 
8:30 for a 6 week Bible study called Epic, featuring the inspiring 
book and video by John Eldredge. We’ll have copies of the book 
available for $3. Want to find out more? See a clip of the video at 
www.tinyurl.com/epicstudy Epic is also the basis of our sermon 
series on Sunday mornings during Lent. Come along for the ride as 
we get swept up in the greatest story of all time! 

 Restored in Christ. There is a Bible Study that follows the themes 
of our Wednesday night Lenten series called "Restored in Christ." 
We are using this study in the Social Hall each Sunday during Lent 
at 8:30. All adults are welcome. 

 
Reminders 

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers for 
young children. 

 The next issue of the regular print and big print "Our Daily Bread" 
devotional book is on the shelf in the narthex. "The Lutheran 
Digest" and the "Connection" magazines are also available.  

 Hearing devices for those who have a difficult time hearing the 
service can be found on the shelf in the narthex. If you have been 
thinking of trying a unit, please ask an usher to assist you. We 
have several extra units at this time. 

 Additional restrooms are available on the lower level of the 
educational wing and in the social hall. 
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As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Cooper Leeman who is at Mercy Hospital and Bev Kalvik at 
Mary Greeley. 

We praise God: 

 He sent His Son to earth to rescue us from the prison of our 
own sin. 

 

 

 

 

Youth Activities 

High School Youth Group 

Our next meeting will be next Sunday, March 22 from 3-4 P.M. when 

we will head back to Bethany Manor to play games with the residents! 

They really enjoyed us when we were there in February. We will meet 

at the main entrance of Bethany Manor at 3 and then we will be 

finished by 4 P.M. Bring a friend. 

 

Middle School Youth Group 

Our next meeting will be next Sunday, March 22 from 2-3 P.M. when 

we will head back to Bethany Manor to play games with the residents! 

They really enjoyed us when we were there in February. We will meet 

at the main entrance of Bethany Manor at 2 and then we will be 

finished by 3 P.M. If you would like to stay until 4, when the high 

school students are finished, you are welcome to do so. Bring a 

friend. 

 

Middle and High School Youth Group 

Roller Skating at Spinning Wheels. Don't forget we are going roller 

skating today! We will meet at church at 1 P.M. Skating goes from 2-

4 and we should be back by 5 P.M. See you then. 
 
 
 
 
 

March 15 - 22, 2015 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 
Sunday, March 15 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Service of Holy Communion 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
1:00 P.M. Youth Group Roller Skating in Ogden 
4:00 P.M. "Core" Bible Study 

 

Monday, March 16 
  
Tuesday, March 17 
          9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 

2:00 P.M. Women's Monthly Bible Study  
 
Wednesday, March 18 

6:00 P.M. Lenten Supper served by Men of Immanuel and 
Young Adults  

7:00 P.M. Lenten Service  
   
Thursday, March 19 
 
Friday, March 20 
  
Saturday, March 21 

8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel 
  
Sunday, March 22 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship - Kingdom Kids sing (3 year olds-1st 

grade) 
10:00 A.M. Junior Choir Sings at Bethany Manor 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
2:00 P.M. MS Youth Group at Bethany Manor 
3:00 P.M. HS Youth Group at Bethany Manor 
4:00 P.M. "Core" Bible Study 
4:00 P.M. Joint Choir Rehearsal for Community Palm 

Sunday Service 


